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Circaeaster agrestis Maxim, is a monotypic mem¬ 
ber of the family, Circaeasteraceae. This remark¬ 
able plant which is almost a botanical puzzle has 
been known among others from the collections of 
Strachey and Winterbottom and of Duthie from 
the Ralam and Kali Valleys in Kumaon. The 
plant is also known from central Nepal, Sikkim, 
Bhutan, south-eastern Tibet and north-western 
China (see Foster, 1963 for details). Any new loca¬ 
lity of occurrence of this rare plant in India would 
be of interest, particularly, in view of the fact that 
there have been no collections in the Indian Her¬ 
baria since the beginning of this century. The 
author who was a Botanist member of the recent 
mountaineering expedition to the Nilgiri Parbat in 
Garhwal during October 1962, collected this rare 
taxon on the way to Hemkund, about a kilometer’s 
walk from the Gangharea Rest House where the 
. Betuh^Rhododendron association begins. This 
tender herb was found growing gregariously on 
shady and flat mossy rocks under the shade of 
Viburnum bushes. The plant was collected at an 
altitude of nearly 3330 metres. 

The relationships of the plant are very obscure. 
It was described by Maximowicz in* 1881 and 
Hooker (1886) considered it doubtfully to belong 
to the Chloranthaceae. Oliver (1895) gave a 
detailed description and illustrations based on 
Duthie’s material from Kumaon which were pub¬ 
lished in Hooker’s leones Plantarum. Post andj 
Kuntze (1903), however, separated the genus from 
the Chloranthaceae and doubtfully accommodated 
it in a new family Circaeasteraceae. Diels (1932) in 
a detailed study thought that Circaeaster was 
related to Ringdotiia of the Ranunculaceae and 
suggested its inclusion in that family. This posi¬ 
tion has not been accepted by Hutchinson (1959) 
who regards Circaeaster as a very reduced relative 
of the Podophyllaceae or Berberidaceae, Gun- 
dersen (1950) also doubtfully refers to it under the 
Berberidaceae, Rendle (1956) and Lawrence (1951) 
snake no reference to the plant in their works. 
Prof. A. S. Foster is now engaged in a detailed 
study of this taxon and his researches should help 
to solve this interesting botanical puzzle. A short 
description of the plant based on the author’s own 
examination of fresh material is given, here. 

Circaeaster agrestis Maxim, in Bull. Acad. St. 
Petersb. 27: 556 (1881). 

The plant as illustrated in the diagrams (Figs. 


1-7) consists of a slender erect hypocotyl which is 
pale rose or pinkish in colour and almost trans¬ 
parent. The plants grow gregariously and may be 
easily confused with the seedlings of Galium from 
a distance. The hypocotyls end abruptly below 
in a few. fibrous roots. Leaves spathulate, membran¬ 



ous with characteristic dichotomous venation, form-, 
ing a crown’at the top of the hypocotyl. Leaves 
pale green with cuspidately toothed outer margin 
and the whole crown is subtended by a pair of 
oblong linear, uninerved persistent cotyledons. 
Flowers many, very minute on axillary filiform 
peduncles, the latter elongate and stiffen in fruit. 
Perianth 2-3 almost hyaline, persistent in fruit. 
Stamens 1-2 alternating with the tepals, anthers 
nearly divaricate. Carpels 1-3, free with hooked 
bristles, diverging when mature. 

The specimens collected during the present tour 
have been deposited in the Herbarium of the Bota¬ 
nical Survey of India, Northern Circle under col* 
lection number U, C. Bhattacharyya 2*281, and 
October 1962. 
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